CONNECTING HEARTS
ol

INSPIRING MINDS




THE MECCA CENTER
. Willowbrook, IL USA

WWww.meccacenter.org OO © M €I @rheMeccacenter




éces
Néen ter(l

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mecca Center is an organization that believes in a comprehensive and
inclusive understanding of Islam based on the noble principles outlined in
the Quran and exemplified in the Sunnah. It seeks to establish, guide and
serve the Muslim community as an integral part of society at large. It will
design programs to develop the spirit, mind and a sense of civic
responsibility.

OBJECTIVES & GOALS

1.To establish an environment for the Muslim community to practice
Islam and worship Allah (Almighty God) as outlined in the Quran and
exemplified in the Sunnah.

2.To guide young Muslims towards building a model Muslim character
in the community.

3.To educate Muslims with the teachings of Islam, provide an Islamic
perspective to the challenges of our society, and strengthen ties among
community members.

4. To present Islam to the society, and build bridges of understanding
with other cultures and faiths.

5.To strengthen ties with other local and national Muslim organizations.

6. To establish institutions, educational centers, and organizing activities
to achieve the foregoing objectives.
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THE MECCA CENTER BOARD MEMBERS

2024
Hani Atassi, President Ahmad Agha Omar Dweydari Akram Kholoki
Shereen Hussain, VP Adeeb Alshahrour  Abdulgany Hamadeh  Samer Kholoki
Anas Riyal, Treasurer Mazen Asbahi Syed Ajaz Hussain Amro Kudsi
Linda Hamadeh, Secretary ~ Salam Atassi Syed Asif Hussain Khursheed Mallick
Sayed Abbas Bilal Aydoner Nabil Jaber Talal Sunbulli
Sameer Afsar Rand Diab Belsam Kashlan

THE MECCA CENTER STAFF

2024

Dr. Ahmed Arafat, Resident Scholar

Sh. Tariq Musleh, Outreach Director / Imam
Sh. Yousef Wahb, Education Director / Imam
Sh. Mohamed Abbas, Imam

Ghada Awwad, Director of Operations

Firas Zogbi, Facility Manager

Mhd Yaser Heimour, Comptroller

Sh. Ahmad Alsheikhi, MQI Director

Diana Khankan, MQI Administrative Director
Mai Jawich, Principal — Quran Blossoms
Nader Hamdan, Civic Engagement Director
Phatma Mreiziq, Communications Manager

www.meccacenter.org

Aymin Bakr, Administrative Assistant
Manal Taqatqa, Administrative Assistant
Issam Aljaghassi, Maintenance
Basma Abo Ayash, Maintenance
Khaled Askar, Maintenance

Fatima Marcidi, Maintenance

Amer Ali, Maintenance

Siham Hachami, Maintenance

Feras Sawah, Maintenance

Amel Saied, Maintenance

Ahmad Radi, Maintenance
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THE MECCA CENTER COMMITTEES

Academic Affairs & Tarbiyah Committee
Civic Engagement / Interfaith Committee
Communications Committee
Education Committee
Election Committee
Finance Committee
Fundraising Committee
Funeral Committee
Governance Committee
HR & Operations Committee
Library Committee
Maintenance Committee
Mecca Connect Committee
Membership Committee
Religious Affairs Committee
Scholarship Committee
Special Events Committee
Technology Committee
Volunteer Committee
Wellness Committee
Youth Committee
Z.akat Committee
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PRESIDENT OF
THE MECCA CENTER

G839 Il daxyg @Sde ML
Loy gy dll dawi [gass oyl

Dear Members of The Mecca Center Community,
As I prepare to step down from my role as president of The
Mecca Center, I want to take a moment to reflect on our journey

together and express my heartfelt gratitude to each of you.

Over the past 6 years, we have fostered a vibrant community

that embraces diversity, inclusivity, and compassion. Together,
we have achieved remarkable milestones: from expanding our programs and services to enhancing
our facilities, all aimed at serving the needs of our community more effectively. Your unwavering
support, participation, and enthusiasm have been the backbone of these accomplishments.

I have been continually inspired by the dedication and passion of our volunteers, staff, and members.
Each of you has played an essential role in the fabric of our center, contributing to a welcoming
space where everyone feels valued and empowered. The friendships and connections forged here are
truly the heart of The Mecca Center.

As I transition into the next chapter of my life, I am excited to see how the center continues to grow
and evolve under new leadership. I am confident that the future holds great promise, and I urge each
of you to remain engaged and supportive of the initiatives aimed at enriching our community.

Thank you once again for the honor of serving as your president. I carry with me cherished memories
and invaluable lessons learned from our time together. I look forward to witnessing the continued
success of The Mecca Center and to staying connected with all of you.

With warmest regards,

Hani Atassi
President, The Mecca Center

WWww.meccacenter.org OO © M €I @rheMeccacenter




EDUCATION COMMITTEE s
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Dear Supporters of The Mecca Center,

I address you tonight not only as the Chair of the Education
Committee but as a grateful member of this incredible community.
Thanks to your unwavering dedication, we have witnessed remarkable
growth since our humble beginnings in 2002, when just 15 students
gathered in a rented room.

Our Quranic programs have become the heartbeat of our
center, with The Mecca Quran Institute (MQI) impacting over

1,000 students in recent years and our Quran Blossoms (Baraem)
program now nurturing 118 young minds—plus an excited waitlist eager to join.

This is the future you are building, the result of your commitment. We are proud to report

that every educational initiative is thriving. MQI exceeded expectations this year, contributing
significantly to our success, while Quran Blossoms saw unparalleled engagement, surpassing all
expectations. The Sunday School is thriving, as well, welcoming 370 students with many more
eager learners waiting to join. This is a testament to your contributions and reflects our shared
commitment to fiscal responsibility and the stewardship of your trust.

Our journey has required faith and resilience. Securing a space for The Mecca Center was a challenge
we overcame with perseverance and the will of Allah. The zoning permit was won by a single vote
from DuPage County—a day many of us will never forget. We continue to work toward our goal of
securing approval for a minaret, InshaAllah. Despite every challenge, we broke ground in 2012, and
today, our community stands united at The Mecca Center, stronger than ever before.

But, dear brothers and sisters, our journey continues. We must keep strengthening these pillars of
faith, education, and community. We call on your continued support to ensure that every child who
wishes to learn the Quran can do so, that every parent stays engaged, and that every program reaches
new heights. Together, we can build on the extraordinary legacy of love, learning, and service that
defines The Mecca Center. May Allah bless us as we move forward!

Syed Ajaz Hussain, Ph.D.
Chair, TMC Education Committee

www.meccacenter.org OO © M €I @rheMeccacenter




RESIDENT SCHOLAR

One of the great images permeating throughout the Quran is the
image of light. A/-Nur or light is mentioned in the Quran 45 times.
Allah is “the light of the heavens and the earth” (Q. 24:35). The

prophet &% is described as “light from your Lord” (Q. 5:15). The Quran
is called “brilliant light” (Q. 4:174). True believers are granted

“light with which they can walk among people” (Q. 6:122).

Remarkably the Quran tells us that the essential source of light is to
be found “in houses of worship that Allah has ordered to be raised and

where His Name is mentioned. He is glorified there morning and evening” |
(Q. 24:36-37). The Quran moves to highlight the spiritual qualities of
the light carriers. These true servants of Allah “are not distracted, either by commerce or profit,
from remembering God, keeping up the prayer, and paying the prescribed alms, fearing a day when
hearts and eyes will turn over” (Q. 24:37). In other words, carrying the torch of divine light is
graciously bestowed upon those who focus on Allah, serve others and carry an akhirah-oriented
heart.

In The Mecca Center community, we are blessed with countless carriers of light. Today we
celebrate the great impact of this light. With the grace of Allah, we see this light shining in the eyes
of the many orphans and needy families who receive your help with gratitude. We see this light
shining in the eyes of brides and grooms as they express their vows to honor marriage as “a tightly-
woven covenant.” We see this light shining in the eyes of the couples who are counseled to resolve
their conflicts and choose to remain married. We see this light shining in the eyes of our children,
youth and adults who are given the chance to grow in faith and wisdom as they connect with the
many inspirational and educational programs that are daily offered in the masjid.

Through our daily services, civic engagement, charity work, da’wa projects and waqf program, we
similarly see this light shining in the beautiful creation of a masjid community that helps us center
our life on Allah, connect with others, communicate Allah’s message and engage in community
service. With these blessings in mind, continue to be a light carrier, not a light barrier. Keep
supporting your masjid. Keep shining your light.

Dr. Ahmed Arafat
Resident Scholar

WWww.meccacenter.org OO © M €I @rheMeccacenter




EDUCATION DIRECTOR

In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate

It is a profound honor to contribute to this year’s Annual Fundraising
Dinner and reflect on our shared theme, “Connecting Hearts &
Inspiring Minds.” In today’s world, our hearts and minds are in
constant need of connection, nourishment, and inspiration.

The Mecca Center has been a beacon in fulfilling these needs, serving
as a place where the love of Allah, the teachings of our beloved
Prophet £, and the values of our faith are brought to life in the hearts
of every visitor.

In every endeavor—whether it is nurturing our youth, supporting new

Muslims, or fostering community through education—The Mecca Center has remained steadfast
in its mission to inspire minds and unite hearts under the banner of Islam. This center has
provided an environment where individuals can grow spiritually, intellectually, and emotionally,
learning to walk in the path of Allah while forging meaningful connections with one another.

The Qur'an reminds us, “The believers are but brothers, so make peace between your brothers
and be conscious of Allah that you may receive mercy” (49:10). Indeed, The Mecca Center is a
living embodiment of this Quranic directive, continually fostering unity, empathy, and a shared
vision of mercy and understanding in our community.

As we gather to support the growth and sustainability of this institution, may we all be reminded
of the power of coming together for a common cause—striving to build a future where our hearts
are linked by the love of Allah and our minds are illuminated by His light. I encourage everyone
to contribute to this noble mission, and I pray that Allah accepts our efforts and grants success to
The Mecca Center in its endeavors for many years to come.

May Allah bless this event, our community, and grant us the means to continue connecting hearts
and inspiring minds for generations.

Sincerely,
Yousef Wahb

WWww.meccacenter.org OO © M €I @rheMeccacenter
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DR. KHURSHEED A MALLICK, MD

A founding member of
The Mecca Center Board of Trustees
from 2014 - 2024
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Where Luxury is Affordable

1723 W Ocdden Ave,
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Call Now and place your order

(630) 974-0016




Life

WHERE THERE IS LIFE... THERE IS HOPE

,;1

Youwouldn't know itfrom their smiles, but they have lost everything.

A Children in Gaza are homeless without food,
water, shelter, education, or medical care.

LIFE provides them with the essentials they need.

In just 365 days, LIFE has delivered

millions of liters of water, provided food
and hygiene supplies to tens of thousands,
distributed medical aid, and offered shelter,
toys, and clothing to thousands of children.

Donateto LIFE today
www.lifeusa.org




This is What Schools
Meant to Be!

Top Education
Age 3 to Grade I2

Montessori « Advanced Curriculum

College Prep

Check Our High School
Career Flexi-Tracks

Education at its Best

Kindi Academy provides quality education in an
environment that instills the love of learning. Our
approach is unique and uplifting. Reach out to get more

www.kindiacademy.com CONTACT US
630.560.4900



® TURN YOUR

s COMPASSION
baitulmaal 'NTO HOPE

;quur2023

Baltulmaal delivered medical supplies
to the Ministry of Health in Gaza,
helping over 40,000 patients.

Your donations help provide healthcare
access to those in need. Give today

1l

YOUR PLACE FOR ISLAMIC GIVING e
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SERVING o

SIS Hunger Prevention
OUR NEIGHBORS
IN NEED

Women's
Transitional Housing

| 844-414-4862

Refugee Services

ICNA Relief USA is committed to fostering healthy
communities, strengthening families, and creating
opportunities for those facing despair, all while preserving
their dignity.

Muslim Family
Services

As a Muslim organization, our religious duty is to support

neighbors in need, irrespective of their race, religion, or Health Services

other identifying factors.

Volunteers from diverse backgrounds

Back2School

come together to assist in fulfilling this
mission.

::iﬁiiéi::i;“ §mnffoéeﬂmmwr&!

Disaster Relief

1698 Bloomingdale Rd

Glendale Heights, IL 60139 844-414-4862 Chicago®@icnarelief.org




®SAMS PP

SAMS

- Arabi d Urd
Community nteroretation Is
c I i n i c available

« Adult Primary Care

« Cardiology Adult and pediatric heart health

« OBGYN Women's health services with a female physician

« Endocrinology Adult and adolescent diabetes, thyroid disease,
and hormone imbalance

« Pulmonology Adult and adolescent respiratory, asthma, and
lung health

FOR A FREE APPOINTMENT! @ 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Ist

O 630-474-4724 Saturday each month

3rd Sunday each month

(©) Anne M Jeans Elementary School
Door 12, 16 W631 91st St,
Willowbrook, IL 60527

All care will be provided free of charge by volunteer licensed
medical providers from the Syrian American Medical Society
Midwest Chapter

SAVE THE DATE

SAMS Midwest Annual Gala
December 14, 2024-0Oak Brook Hills Hilton



OUR KEY PROJECTS
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» Emergency response © Seasonal projects
¢ Orphan care e Clean water

® Health & education e Food security
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Empowering \\V
Yemen's Future

A
<
£ %

U\~ +$570,000000 & +7,000,000

OF HUMANITARIAN AID
ACROSS ALL PROGRAMS BENEFICIARIES

MEDICINE DRINKING KIDNEY
ASSISTANCE WATER DIALYSIS

FOOD TEACHER ORPHAN
BASKET SPONSORSHIP SPONSORSHIP
CATARACT
SURGERY

Website LONAtTe NOW
]) Purehands.org/Mi

Zelle

v4) Mi@purehands.or¢

Venmo

) Purchands

PureHands.Org 2 7 -

O O O X @PureHands2 Y| Purehands2
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m - Join us. Donate NOW. ‘
Emergency Respunse
Wl Gk, |




@ MedGlobal

WITH YOUR DONATION

YOU CARM
SAVE LIVE

DONATE NOW!

Since its founding in 2017, MedGilobal has pre
health programs designed to build resilience/to vt .
world, including Gaza, Sudan, Syria, and Ukraine. W|th the‘he1p of supporters like
you, we’re able to bring critical medicine, nutrient-rich food and clean water to men,
women and children in need.




NUWAVE DENTAL

—— & ORTHODONTICS ——

Your IOOk """""""' ----------
A Callto find out more

Make It Beautiful (O (630)541-6986

Scan to schedule an appointment
online Any Time day or night

B 3 .'% ", 3 = 1 1 ‘ u

& o w.
NUWAVE ADULT SAVINGS NUWAVE KIDS SAVINGS o

PLAN $299 PLAN (UNDER 14) $179 i H

2 exams, 2 cleanings, all 2 exams, 2 cleanings, 1 P_ n

check up X-rays + 15% off Fluoride, all check up X- - O

dental work rays + 15% off dental work

1 HR IN-OFFICE | BRAGES & INVISALIGN

WHITENING - $399 FREE CONSULTATION

@ﬁ Nuwavedental.com c9> 7533 S Cass Ave, Darien



HELPING HAND

FI:IE" RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT

Hope 1d :Pr osperrty
Be Guided by Humanity and Suppﬂrt our Shelter Relief Program Initiative

Dinner will be Served | Details at link below

NOVEMBER 2M AT 6 PM
Ashton Place : 341 75th St. Willowbrook, [L 60527

SHELTER RELIEF PROJECT PLEDGE OPTIONS

BUY TICKETS

O

Eﬂhingn DONATE NOW
in Bang aﬂt:sh ;

'& FakatfSadagah Egibie

hhrd.org/midwestshelters




Countertop store in Mokena, lllinois

Kitchens - Vanities - Fireplaces - Bathrooms

GRANITE - MARBLE - QUARTZITE - QUARTZ
Countertops Perfected m% F2 [




WHAT DOES
MUHSEN D02

Building

a Better
Tomorrow

OUR PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

MUHSEN Masjid Certifi cation
() MUHSEN Service Certifi cation
EMUHSEN Respite Care
MUHSEN Weekend School
MUHSEN Support Groups
MUHSEN Adult Day Program
MUHSEN Convention Services
EMUHSEN Umrah Trip
Muhsen conducts a range of programs

and services, and assumes an active role in
providing education, advocacy, training,

workshops, Braille Qurans and ASL Services.

MUHSEN.org

47»
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OUR MISSION

MUHSEN is a nonprofi t umbrella organization serving children
and adults with any intellectual, mental, or physical disability.
MUHSEN's aim is to establish an inclusive and accessible
environment for individuals with disabilities and their families.

MUHSEN will assume an active role to advocate and educate,
conduct training, and implement programs and services
across North America to improve the experience within
mosques, conventions, related classes and events, as well as
to engender a positive and welcoming community for persons
with disabilities.

A

MUHSEN®

Follow us: muhsenorg at i} ©) v 3




MUSLIM LEGAL FUND
of America

Students who expressed their solidarity with Gaza
through peaceful protest are now facing severe
academic and legal consequences.

The Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA) is proud to be
representing these brave student activists, defending their right
to free speech and assembly. Universities including Harvard,
Rice, Brown and UT Dallas.

We are proud to represent these students pro bono!




;- Chicago Waffles

Start Your Day with the
Best Breakfast in Willowbrook

KIDS EAT FREE

FROM 12:00PM TILL 02:00PM
Monday through Friday

105642 Kingery Hwy, Willowbrook, IL 60527, (630) 568-3199

-
P R e e S X
Al
e
;7 Chicago Waffles
105642 Kingery Hwy' 05642 Kingery Hwy

Willowwbrook, IL 60527 ‘Willowbrook, IL &052T
|6Z0) SEE-3199 (30| 5E8-3199

10% OFF || 20% OFF



Make Fwveryday Pizza Day

MAKE EVERYDAY PIZZA DAY!

JoX NoX NoX NoX XNoX NoX NoX NoX NoX NoX NoX NoX XoX NoX NoX NoX NoX NeoX NoX NoX JXo)

PizzaTrack.net w63()-655-3375

10S650 Kingery Hwy. View our delicious menu online
Willowbrook, IL 60527 www.PizzaTrack.net



% Hayal

3518 W. 95th St. « Evergreen Park, IL 60805

: REASONS TO GO THROUGH HAYAT
Switch to a New FOR YOUR HOME ACCESS NEED'S!

A e Of Life OUR SERVICES OFFER CONVENIENCE TO ALL PEOPLE LOOKING FOR
EASY ACCESS TO SECOND STORIES, BATHROOMS, AND MORE. OUR

SERVICES INCLUDE:

We have built our reputation by providing only excellent

service and support to our customers. Our team is proud B = (BN

to give you the best customer service, selection of quality i " ‘ /
health care products, and a knowledgeable, A “ LRES

understanding staff.

We believe that products and solutions should be tailored
to fit your lifestyle, and that the right equipment should
integrate into your daily life. Please don't hesitate to
contact us.

Grab Bars

We are here to help you access the best in health
products and accessories.

Hayat would like to thank Mecca Center for their
hard work and wonderful achievements.

u Residential Accessible

a nk \( O Ramps Bathrooms
PHONE

708 422-2300 WWW.HHME.COM 0 O

WWW.HAYATACCESS.COM



NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY! MANY HYBRIDS!!

— e

BRAND NEW
TOYOTAS TO CHOOSE!

(630)774-9959
550 East Ogden Ave. OAKBROOK

Westmont, IL 60559 TOYOTA
OakbrookToyota.com

General Manager



GAINPEACE

[1Outdoor Projects

o Outreach hotline for non-Muslims e ble, with

o Buses, billboard, dawah booths LIBERTY and JIL-J“STICE
Ll Dawah training classes

o To train and equip Muslims in sharing Islam
o Youth empowerment & dawah workshops

Ll New Muslim Follow-up _

o Mentorship & new Muslim classes

Ads on Billboards, TV, Radio & Newspapers

Quranx
Smence

Whut s lslam? -+ A
Ao (Grisllg,

LITERATURE

VOULUNTEER - JOIN — DONATE

'gain info@GainPeace.com
peace .
— o GainPeace.com

GainPeace is a project of the Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA) in USA & Canada


mailto:info@GainPeace.com
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Islamic Financing Solutions

We Didn’t Invent Islamic Financing...
We Just Do It Better!

& Home Financing

& Masjid & Commercial Financing
& Vehicle Financing

& Halal Savings Accounts

offered through University Bank, Member FDIC

www.myUIF.com | (800) 916-8432

UIF Corporation (UIF is a trademark of UIF Corporation) - NMLS #93460,éwww.nmIscqnsumeraccess.urﬁ is not a bank but a Faith-Based subsidiagy of University Bank (NMLS
#715685), Member FDIC. UIF Corporation 29777 Telegraph, Road, Ste. 3590, Southfield, MI 48034 - Illinpis Residential Mortgage Licensee #MB.6760539; State of lllinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation, Division of Bankln?, 100 W. Randolph, 9th Floor, Chica ? L 60601 (312) 795-3000 www.idfpr.com | Licensed Mortgage
Banker LMB 109672—NYS Department of Financial Services | Massachusetts Mortgage Lender License ML93460 [ UIF Corporation is_not affiliated with any government agency.
For a complete list of the states in which UIF Corporation can provide financing'in, please visit www.myuif.com/license-registration. This is not a commitment to lend or an
offer for a rate lock agreement. Vehicle financing currently available in Michigan, Ohio, and lliinois. Ba.nl,(lng services are Frnv!ded through UanGI’SﬁY Bank, and are subject to
approval. All home, vehicle and commercial financing transactions are subject to credit approval, verificafi i a

oV \ nm on of application information, and satisfaction of all underwriting
conditions and requirements. Restrictions apply.
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TAKAFUL

Wealth Management

At Takaful Wealth Management, our ethos is rooted in the profound
principles of Islamic ethics and conscientious investing.

With Takaful Wealth Management at the forefront of your financial planning team,
you can expect a comprehensive strategy that addresses all your financial
requirements and aspirations.

¢d FAITH-BASED INVESTING

We specialize in socially responsible investing where we align your
investments and financial decisions with your faith. We are able to offer
a Sharia-conscious and Halal faith-based investment philosophies.

@ FINANCIAL PLANNING

Invest confidently knowing you have looked beyond the numbers into a
business's purpose, impact, and practices. Qur agency is well-equipped
Check out our website! to guide you through a complex, changing world of risk and opportunity.

Hussam Zayyad

MBA, CFP®, RICP®, ChFC®

Financial Planner & Financial Services Representative
Phone: 630-441-1268

Cell: 708-769-9959
Email: hzayyad@financialguide.com

MassMutual Financial Group® is a marketing name for Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual) and its affiliated companies and
sales representatives. Local sales agencies are not subsidiaries of MassMutual or its affiliated companies. Hussam Zayyad is a registered representative of
and offers securities, investment advisory and financial planning services through MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC (www.SIPC.org).
Supervisory Office: 30 S. Wacker Dr, Suite 2700 Chicago, IL 60606, 630-441-1000. Phone: 630-441-1000. CRN202412-1380133



Download our digital booklet
and give us your feedback by
filling out the survey.

Digital Booklet

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

> 110 in [

@TheMeccaCenter

16W560 9lst St, Willowbrook, IL 60527
Meccacenter.org




